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Deciphering Legal Abbreviations 
 
 

Major Sources: 

> The Bluebook 

> Prince, Mary Miles, ed. Prince's Dictionary of Legal Abbreviations: a reference guide for 

attorneys, legal secretaries, paralegals, and law students. 5th ed. (Reference KF246 .B46 

2006). 

> Raistrick, Donald. Index to Legal Citations and Abbreviations. (Reference KD400 .R35 

2008). Updated by the Cardiff Index to Legal Abbreviations 

(http://www.legalabbrevs.cardiff.ac.uk/). 

> Kavass, Igor I., and Mary Miles Prince. World Dictionary of Legal Abbreviations. 

(Reference K54 .W67). 

> Noble, Scott, ed. Noble's Revised International Guide to the Law Reports. (Reserve K38 

.N62 2002). 

> New York University. Guide to Foreign and International Legal Citations.  Stacks  K89 

.G84 2006.  

> For Foreign Journals: Consult "Periodicals Indexed by Short Form" in the Index to 

Foreign Legal Periodicals, located at the end of the Journals in Range 399-Y on the third 

floor. 

By Country or Region 

 Australia and New Zealand 

 Monash University List of Legal Abbreviations  

 http://www.lib.monash.edu.au/legal-abbreviations 

 Australian Guide to Legal Citation 

http://mulr.law.unimelb.edu.au/index.cfm?objectid=EC680959-CA26-5FED-

64377B996D86A395   
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Austria 

 Friedel, Gerhard. Abkürzungs- und Zitierregeln der österreichischen Rechtssprache (AZR) : 

samt Abkürzungsverzeichnis, Hinweisen für die sprachliche Gestaltung juristischer Texte 

sowie den wichtigsten. (Reserve KJJ48 .A25 1994.) 

Belgium, Netherlands and Luxembourg 
 

 Sprudzs, Adolf. Benelux Abbreviations and Symbols: law and related subjects. (Reserve 

PB349 .S67). 
 

Canada 
 

See especially Noble under Major Sources 
 

 University of Montreal Law Library Liste des abreviations juridiques 

http://www.bib.umontreal.ca/DR/ressources/abreviations.htm 

 

France 

 
 Bouscau-Faure, Jean-Pierre. Dictionnaire général des sigles.  (Reference P365 .B68 1995). 
  

Sprudzs, Adolf. Foreign Law Abbreviations: French. (Reference KJV144 .S77 1967). 
 

Italy 
 

 Sprudzs, Adolf. Italian Abbreviations and Symbols: law and related subjects. (Reserve PC 

1693 S67). 
 

Germany 

 

Kirchner, Hildebert. Abkürzungsverzeichnis der Rechtssprache. (Reserve KK82.2 .K5 1993). 

 

Kearley, Timothy. Charles Szladits' Guide to Foreign Legal Materials: German. (Reference 
and Stacks KK76 .K42 1990). 

Recht-in.de Legal Abbreviation Search 

http://www.recht-in.de/abkuerzungen/ 

 

Juristische Abkürzungen  

http://www.juristische-abkuerzungen.de/ 
 

 

 

http://www.bib.umontreal.ca/DR/ressources/abreviations.htm
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http://www.recht-in.de/abkuerzungen/
http://www.juristische-abkuerzungen.de/
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Latin America 

 

Torres, Arturo L. Latin American Legal Abbreviations: a comprehensive Spanish/Portuguese 
dictionary with English translations. (Reference KG25 .T67). 

 

Mexico 

 

Vargas, Jorge A.  Mexican Legal Dictionary and Desk Reference.  (Reserve   KGF102 .V37 
2003).       

  

South Africa 

 

Ferreira, Nico M.  South African Legal Abbreviations. (Reference KTL48 .F47 1999). 

 

United Kingdom 
 

See especially Raistrick under Major Sources. 

Cardiff Index to Legal Abbreviations 

http://www.legalabbrevs.cardiff.ac.uk/ 
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