Finding Federal Regulations
In Print and Online
Overview - Subscription Services - Free Websites – Microform

Resource Overview: Finding a federal agency’s regulations can be done in several
ways. In print, the daily Federal Register and the annual Code of Federal Regulations
(C.F.R.), used together, provide an up-to-date version of federal agency regulations.
The C.F.R. is a codification of the current "general and permanent" regulations of the
federal government. It consists of 50 titles that represent broad subject areas. The titles
are divided into chapters, chapters into parts, and parts into sections.
The C.F.R. has its own index called the CFR Index and Finding Aids, which is revised
annually as of January 1. This volume contains a subject/agency index. In addition, it
contains a list of agency-prepared indexes which appear in individual C.F.R. volumes; a
list of C.F.R. titles, chapters, subchapters, and parts; an alphabetical list of agencies
appearing in the C.F.R.; a list of acts requiring publication in the Federal Register; and a
table of laws and Presidential documents cited as authority for regulations currently
codified in the C.F.R.
Because the C.F.R. is updated only annually, the Federal Register must always be used
to determine if the regulation has been changed since the C.F.R. volume was last
published.
Updating regulations to the present day is critical. To update the C.F.R., use the List of
CFR Sections Affected (L.S.A.)(on the web at
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http://www.gpoaccess.gov/lsa/index.html), a monthly publication. L.S.A. issues are
shelved with the current C.F.R. volumes. L.S.A. cumulates annually into four issues that
cover all 50 C.F.R. titles according to the following schedule: Titles 1-16 as of
December; Titles 17-27 as of March; Titles 28-41 as of June; Titles 42-50 as of
September.
First, use the current version of the C.F.R. which is located in the Reading Room. Next,
update that with the latest monthly issues of the L.S.A. (which cumulate the months
since the effective date of the annual), located at the end of the C.F.R. Finally, use the
"CFR Parts Affected" in the latest available issue of the Federal Register. This table
cumulates changes appearing in all Federal Register issues for that month.
To summarize, update the C.F.R. by checking the following:
1. Annual L.S.A.
2. Monthly L.S.A. issues
3. Latest daily issue of the Federal Register (current month and any month for which
there is not coverage by the L.S.A.)
[The need for using the annual L.S.A. issue always depends on whether a new C.F.R.
title has been published since the last annual L.S.A. was issued. Follow the dates
provided on the outside covers and tops of each page.]

Using Electronic Subscription Resources
On Hein Online: Accessible through the library's website, Hein Online
(http://www.law.tulane.edu/tlslibrary/Research.aspx) is the only online source which
includes federal regulations all the way back in time, to the beginning of the first volume
of the Federal Register, up until 2007. The Federal Register and the Code of Federal
Regulations (1938-1983) are searchable and appear as scanned images of the
originals. Also available here are indexes for the Federal Register (1939-2006), List of
Sections Affected (1960-1980), and Compilations of Sections Affected (1949-2000).
On WESTLAW: For the Code of Federal Regulations, choose “Code of Federal
Regulations” under “Administrative Materials,” or type CFR directly into the “Search
these databases” box. Access to the table of contents and to the RegulationsPlus index
to the CFR is available on the top right of the screen. WESTLAW also has the history of
the section, notes of case decisions, links to authorizing statutes, prior versions of the
section, and links to law reviews, treatises, and American Law Reports annotations
related to the section. The CFR database is usually only about a week behind in
collecting changes from the Federal Register. To make up for those few days not yet
incorporated into the code, also search the Federal Register database (FR). The FR
database includes the Federal Register from 1981. FR-OLD contains earlier issues.
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On LEXIS: Choose “Federal Legal - U.S.”, and then select “CFR - Code of Federal
Regulations” or “FR - Federal Register.” Use the Federal Register database to cover the
approximate week lag time before the Code of Federal Regulations database is
updated.
On Free Internet Sites:
The Government Printing Office’s GPO Access offers the C.F.R.
(http://www.gpoaccess.gov/cfr/index.html) from 1996 on, the Federal Register
(http://www.gpoaccess.gov/fr/) from 1994 on, and Lists of Sections Affected
(http://www.gpoaccess.gov/lsa/index.html) from 1986 on. Together with Office of the
Federal Register (OFR) of the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA),
GPO Access also offers an unofficial Electronic Code of Federal Regulations, or e-CFR
(http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&tpl=%2Findex.tpl). The e-CFR
incorporates changes from the Federal Register, and is usually only about 2 days
behind. Those days can be updated by using their Federal Register database
(http://www.gpoaccess.gov/fr). (For GPO Access, remember to put phrases in quotes
and connectors in capitals, e.g., AND). NARA offers the current Federal Register Index
(http://www.archives.gov/federal-register/the-federal-register/indexes.html), annual
indexes (http://www.archives.gov/federal-register/the-federal-register/annualindexes.html) from 1994, the tables of contents (http://www.archives.gov/federalregister/the-federal-register/annual-indexes.html) from 1998, and an email table of
contents service (http://www.archives.gov/federal-register/the-federal-register/emailsignup.html).
In Microform: The Federal Register from 1936 is available in microfilm in Cabinets 5
and 6 of the Microform Room on the 4th floor. The Code of Federal Regulations is
available in Cabinet 6 for the years 1939-1981.
For more information, see
The Law Librarians’ Society of Washington D.C.’s
Research Guide to the Federal Register and the Code of Federal Regulations
(http://www.llsdc.org/fed-reg-cfr/)
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